



ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
VIEW ON YOUTUBE HERE
NOVEMBER 25, 2025
7:00PM

 CALL TO ORDER
Council President Morrison called the meeting to order at approximately 7:00 PM.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND MOMENT OF SILENCE
Council President Morrison led those present in the salute to the American flag. A moment of silence was held to remember the service and sacrifices of armed service members and first responders.
Council President Morrison requests a roll call.
ROLL CALL
Present: Council Member Sackett, Council Member Friedlander, Council Member Salberg, Council Member Noon, Council Member Quinn, Council Member Wojtowicz, Council Member D. Brookes, Council Vice President R. Brookes, Council President Morrison 

· Also present: Mayor Joe Jackson, Township Attorney John Iaciofano, Business Administrator/CFO Lisa Palmieri, Township Engineer Allison Ferrante, Peter Tabbot Health Officer, Chief of Police Robert Scherr, Acting Municipal Clerk Adele Wadleigh.
Council President Morrison read the statement of adequate notice, confirming compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.
APPROVAL OF MINUTE(S): A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the November 13, 2025 Township Council Regular Meeting.
· Motion: Council Member Noon Second: Council Vice President Brookes
Roll Call Vote:
· AYE: Sackett, Friedlander, Noon, Salberg, Quinn, VP Brookes, President Morrison (7) Abstain:  Wojtowicz, D. Brookes Result: Motion Carried

ORDINANCE FOR ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARING:

O-25-17 AMENDING CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC, ARTICLE I, SECTION 7-8 ONE-WAY STREETS, SECTION 7-10 STOP INTERSECTION, AND SECTION 7-12 TURN PROHIBITIONS OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF ROCKAWAY, COUNTY OF MORRIS, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Council President Morrison asks the council and the public if there is any discussion on this ordinance. 

No Public Comment or Council Discussion on Ordinance 0-25-17:

Council President Morrison requests a motion.
· Motion: Council Member Quinn Second: Council Member Noon
Roll call: AYE: Sackett, Friedlander, Noon, Salberg, Quinn, Wojtowicz, D. Brookes, VP Brookes, President Morrison (9) Result: Motion Carried
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: Council President Morrison read the established rules and guidelines governing the public comment portion of the meeting.

Michael Ilardi 19 N. Brookside Dr. requested an update on striping at Clubhouse Way and asked for the addition of stop signs at the corner of Algonquin and North Brookside. He also sought clarification from the Council or Administration on whether they can pick up and dispose of abandoned lawn signs (which the speaker considers litter) without incurring a fine, referencing a previous $10,000 fine for signs on telephone poles. Lastly, he reiterated a request to construct a berm near the White Meadow Lake Preschool on White Meadow Road (between the Temple driveway and Clubhouse Way) to address a washout that is causing runoff water to enter their property and the preschool's property, leading to their sump pump running indefinitely and causing street freezing in winter.

April Patiro 14 Dudak Rd. alerted the Mayor and Council to a new seasonal store called Spirit Christmas, located where the former Party City used to be near the Wall. Ms. Patiro advised residents with young children to exercise caution when visiting the store. She stated that the store is owned by Spencer's and contains inappropriate merchandise displayed in the open, with no signage or dedicated section separating these items from general merchandise. She noted that the store's management reportedly has no intention of making those changes.



CLOSED SESSION: Council President Morrison initiated a statement preceding the planned closed session.
· R-25-220 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NEW JERSEY OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6, ET SEQ.) TO DISCUSS PENDING LITIGATION

Clarification on Clerk's Status and Misinformation
The Council President addressed recent misinformation circulating, particularly on social media (referred to as a "trial by Facebook") and from a news site called "The Globe" run by David Wildstein, concerning the Township Clerk. The President sought to set the record straight regarding several false claims:
· Claim: The Township Clerk failed her clerk exam.
· Fact: The Clerk has not yet taken the exam, as it is not offered until March or April. The President verified the Clerk's current class grades, noting they are high, with "nothing lower than a 92."
· Claim: The Township is inappropriately paying for the Clerk's classes.
· Fact: It is 100% true that the Township is paying for the classes, as this is a standard requirement of the position for any new clerk. The President added that the Clerk initially paid for classes herself to start.
· Claim: The Clerk received a raise after allegedly failing her test.
· Fact: The Clerk did not receive a raise, but like all other employees, she received a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) earlier in the year.
The Council President characterized the misinformation as "misguided" and an "attempt to distract" from the Council's work, emphasizing that personal attacks are "going over the line." The President encouraged the public to question information seen online and contact any Council member for the "straight truth."

Resolution for Closed Session
Immediately following the statement, the Council President introduced and moved for the adoption of a resolution:
· Resolution No. R-25-20: Authorizing an Executive Closed Session in accordance with the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act to discuss pending litigation.
· Duration: The session was anticipated to last no more than 30 minutes. An official would notify the public if the session extended beyond that time.
· Action: The Council President explicitly stated that official action is expected to be taken by the Council following the closed session.
Motion: Council Member Quinn Second: Council Member Friedlander
Roll Call Vote: AYE: Sackett, Friedlander, Noon, Salberg, Wojtowicz, D. Brookes, Quinn, VP Brookes, President Morrison (9) Result: Motion Carried. The Council then moved to the conference room for the closed session.
Following the Executive Closed Session, Council President Morrison called the meeting back to an open session.
The Council President made a motion to return to the open session, which was seconded by Council Member Noon
Roll Call Vote: AYE: Sackett, Friedlander, Noon, Salberg, Wojtowicz, D. Brookes, Quinn, VP Brookes, President Morrison (9) Result: Motion Carried
CONSENT AGENDA:

· R-25-209 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS
· R-25-210 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX TITLE LIEN C#25-00041 AGAINST BLOCK 22004 LOT 47 KNOWN AS 4 WILLIAM ST.		
· R-25-211 AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION AND REFUND OF PROPERTY TAXES FOR HOMEOWNER QUALIFYING AS AN 100% DISABLED, TAX EXEMPT VETERAN
· R-25-212 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX TITLE LIEN C#25-00002 AGAINST BLOCK 10302 LOT 4 KNOWN AS 27 HIGHLAND AVE.
· R-25-213 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX TITLE LIEN C#25-00005 AGAINST BLOCK 10501 LOT 132 KNOWN AS 36 RICHARD ST.
· R-25-214 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF TAXES FOR THE TAX YEARS  2018 THROUGH 2025 IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF TAX COURT JUDGMENTS ENTERED ON OCTOBER 23, 2025  
· R-25-215 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX TITLE LIEN C#25-00022 AGAINST BLOCK 11501 LOT 7.03 KNOWN AS 2 DE CAMP ST.
· R-25-216 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX TITLE LIEN C#25-00024 AGAINST BLOCK 20304 LOT 9 KNOWN AS 12 MIDWAY CT.
· R-25-217 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF AN AWARD FROM THE STATE NEW JERSEY HISTORIC TRUST PRESERVE NEW JERSEY GRANT PROGRAM FOR A GRANT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE FORD FAESCH-MANOR HOUSE OWNED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF ROCKAWAY
· R-25-218 A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT OF CONFLICTS COUNSEL FOR ROCKAWAY TOWNSHIP
· R-25-219 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INSERTION OF AN ITEM OF	REVENUE IN THE 2025 BUDGET FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENT							
Council President Morrison request a motion
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


· Motion: Made by Council Member Quinn
· Second: Made by Council Member Noon
· Roll Call Vote: AYE: Sackett, Friedlander, Noon, Salberg, Quinn, Wojtowicz, D. Brookes, VP Brookes, President Morrison (9) Result: Motion Carried
Motion Directing Execution of Settlement Agreement
Council President Morrison moved for a specific directive related to the pending litigation:
· Motion: That the Council directs the Mayor and Clerk to sign a settlement agreement with BeneCard.
· Second: Council Member Quinn
· Roll Call Vote: AYE: Sackett, Friedlander, Noon, Salberg, Quinn, Wojtowicz, D. Brookes, VP Brookes, President Morrison (9) Result: Motion Carried
· Action Taken: The motion carried by a vote of 9 Yeses. The Mayor and Clerk are officially directed to execute the settlement agreement with BeneCard.
Council President Morrison  moved to the reports portion of the meeting.
 Council President Morrison’s Report
The Council President announced a change to the meeting schedule for December:
· The December 23rd Council meeting is canceled.
· The December 9th meeting will therefore be the final Council meeting of the term.


COUNCIL REPORTS:
●       Councilman Quinn: delivered a comprehensive report touching on several key areas within the township. Regarding the Planning Board, Quinn confirmed the approval of new signage for two existing businesses: Skechers and Powerhouse Gym. Furthermore, the Planning Board approved a new business set to occupy a vacant building near the Decamp Bus Terminal, which was identified as a dispensary. Quinn also reported attending the Substance Alliance Committee meeting alongside Manny, noting that the committee's initiatives are moving forward. A highlight of the report was the recognition of the Rockaway Township PC Green Division (nine-year-old football team), who were invited by the Giants to play a game at the stadium against a team from Toms River after the main Giants game; the local team won, and the children and cheerleaders enjoyed a memorable experience. Finally, Quinn provided an update on recreation, noting that winter sports like basketball and hockey are beginning, and sign-ups for spring sports, including lacrosse and baseball, are currently underway. Quinn strongly encouraged parents to check websites for sign-ups and to get involved by volunteering as coaches. The report concluded with a wishful Happy Thanksgiving.
●       Councilman Sackett: reported on attending the League of Municipalities conference in Atlantic City, noting a strong turnout from Rockaway Township this year, including the Mayor, Clerk, and Councilman Wojtowicz. Sackett highlighted the event as a valuable opportunity for learning and relationship building with officials from across the state, strongly recommending attendance for others in the future. He also announced that Chabad will be hosting a family event this Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. Finally, Sackett inquired about the specific date for the upcoming Hanukkah lighting event, stating that many residents have been asking, and concluded by wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.
●       Councilman Salberg: briefly reported on the Morris County Commissioners, stating he had no updates. He then announced that the final Open Space Trust Fund meeting of the year will be held on December 16th, which will also mark the end of his three-year term on the board. Salberg expressed that it was an honor to represent the area, thanked the Mayor for the appointment, and indicated his interest in applying again in 2027 for an at-large position on the fund.
●       Councilman Wojtowicz: attended the League of Municipalities conference and highlighted a moment of pride when Rockaway Township was recognized for the Mayor's Wellness Campaign during one of the sessions. He reported that Mayor Jackson, along with Mr. Tabbot and Brittany Burnstein from the health department, spoke to a group of other mayors and governing bodies about the program started by the administration. Following his report, Councilman Wojtowicz inquired with the Township Attorney about the legality of disposing of abandoned signs (specifically election signs) placed on public property, suggesting they should be considered abandoned and thrown away. The Township Attorney Iaciofano responded that sign laws are complex, involving both state and local ordinances, and confirmed that the Mayor has directed a review of the local sign rules. However, the Attorney advised against immediate local ordinance changes due to pending new state legislation expected soon, stating they are tracking the state's actions before making any local amendments.
●       Councilman Friedlander: Council Member Friedlander provided updates on several community initiatives. The Substance Abuse Alliance has finalized its four-phase program structure, culminating in a Celebrity Day scheduled for June 1st. The Alliance is also planning its second annual Bingo fundraiser for April 25th. Friedlander noted that there is optimism regarding the Substance Abuse Alliance program potentially being adopted as a statewide program by Trenton officials. Regarding the Library, a committee has been contacted to hire an architect for bathroom upgrades using previously set aside funds. For the Ford-Faesch House, work is starting on utilizing this year's grant money, and they are already applying for 2027 grants. Finally, Friedlander announced a holiday event: the Ford-Faesch House will be open on December 6th for a 'Twas the Night Before Christmas event, which is expected to draw a good crowd, with the Mayor participating. He concluded by wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving.
●       Councilman D Brookes: began by congratulating the combined Denville and Rockaway Middle School ice hockey team for winning their championship last weekend, noting the team members are sixth, seventh, and eighth graders, primarily from Copeland or Valley View schools. Brookes then announced that due to the cancellation of the December 23rd meeting and his commitment to attend his sons' varsity ice hockey game on December 9th, this would be his final Council meeting. He concluded by thanking everyone for the last six years, stating it was an honor to serve.
●       Councilwoman Noon: began by thanking the administration for their hard work in finally completing Struble Lane, expressing relief that the matter is now concluded. She then inquired if there are dates for Santa going around to fire houses and wished a Happy Thanksgiving to all.
●       Council Vice President Brookes:  No report. Happy blessed Thanksgiving.
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS:
●      John Iaciofano-Township Attorney:  began by wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. He then offered a personal thank you and farewell to the departing Council Member Brookes, noting he had spoken previously with Councilwomen Mary and Rachael. The Attorney commended Brookes for his cooperation and work, stating that any future council could learn from the current Council's ability to work together productively, regardless of policy differences or party affiliation, for the overall good of Rockaway Township.
●      Mayor Jackson: first addressed Councilman Sackett's inquiry regarding the Hanukkah lighting date, apologizing that he could not immediately locate the communication but confirming the date is December 15th and promising to formally announce it to the Council. The Mayor then extended his gratitude to Peter Tabbot for preparing the presentation on the Mayor's Wellness Campaign for the League of Municipalities conference, noting that the presentation was extremely well-received and brought accolades to Rockaway Township. He gave special recognition to Brittany Bernstein for her pivotal role and amazing work in launching and running the Wellness Campaign. Additionally, the Mayor announced the Devine Mercy Academy Holiday Hustle 5K Walk and Run taking place on December 6th, starting at Peterson Field, where participants will receive a commemorative beanie. Finally, the Mayor congratulated Kimberly Johnson for receiving an Assessor's Achievement Award at the League conference, concluding that Rockaway Township received much positive attention at the event. 
●       Lisa Palmieri BA/CFO: extended Happy Thanksgiving wishes to all. Her focus was updating the Council on the ongoing budget process. Palmieri reported that she has met with almost all municipal departments, including Police, Engineering/Construction, the Clerk's office the Finance team, and the Health Department. She noted that the only meeting remaining is with DPW, scheduled for tomorrow. Palmieri stated that the meetings have been progressing well and confirmed that the complete budget document is expected to be delivered to the Mayor in mid-January and subsequently presented to the Council in February, allowing approximately one month for review before the comprehensive Saturday budget meeting.
●       Allison Ferrante-Township Engineer: provided a brief update related to the budget and infrastructure. She announced that the Township received a grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) in the amount of $176,895. This grant is specifically designated for roadway improvements on Circle Drive and Midway Court. These improvements will encompass resurfacing, drainage improvements, curbing, and installing ADA ramps at intersections.
●       Peter Tabbot Health Officer: provided two key updates. First, he issued a final reminder for the second rabies clinic scheduled for December 6th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the road garage, urging residents to vaccinate their pets. Second, Tabbot elaborated on the success of the Mayor's Wellness Campaign, thanking the Mayor for his kind words and recognizing the Mayor as a phenomenal presenter at the League conference. Tabbot gave another strong shout-out to Brittany Bernstein for her remarkable work on the program. He explained that the program was designed to cover social, mental, physical, and financial well-being across all age groups, a goal that has been realized with 44 programs in 2024 (earning the state's Gold Medal award) and over 70 programs in 2025. Finally, Tabbot announced the start of "De-Stress December" programs, which include a variety of offerings such as Project Healthy Bones, aerobics, Tai Chi, chair yoga, mental health programs, and sessions on cyber safety and fiscal well-being.  
●       Chief of Police-Robert Scherr offered comments focused on thanksgiving and gratitude as the holiday approached. The Chief expressed his thankfulness for Mayor Jackson, Administrator Lisa Palmieri, and all members of his team and the Council for their dedication to the community. He also extended his thanks to the Township's volunteer firefighters and the community they serve, specifically acknowledging the men and women of the police department. In particular, the Chief took a moment to recognize Lieutenant Matthew Tannis, who will be retiring after 25 years of service to the community, expressing his thanks for the Lieutenant's service and the sacrifice shown by his family.
ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by consensus. Result: All in favor. Meeting Adjourned by consensus at 8:04PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

________________________
Adele Wadleigh
Acting Municipal Clerk
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