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Mayor Dachisen would like to welcome our new clerk in the 
Department of Community Services, Susanne Jackson, and our 
new account clerk in the Finance Department, Tina Cullen.  
 

Mayor Dachisen wishes to acknowledge representatives of the 
Department of Community Services and Engineering 
Department for their work in overseeing renovations to the 
Rockaway Township Health Center, which was completed in 
April. This work was facilitated by a $79,340 Community 
Development Block Grant. 
 

Mayor Dachisen wishes to acknowledge the Engineering and 
Community Services Departments for their work in planning 
and overseeing renovations to the Peterson Field concession 
stand. Work has been completed with a ribbon cutting 
anticipated for June 2017.  
 

Mayor Michael Dachisen looks forward to the groundbreaking 
of the west wing of the Ford-Faesch House, a project 30 years 
in the making. 
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From the Tax Collector 

Scenes from the 2017 Easter Festival 

Spring Has Sprung! 

Since snow has melted, you may observe some minor damage 

created as a result of snow plowing. If you notice that your 

asphalt berm has been damaged, please contact the Rockaway 

Township DPW and leave your name, address and extent of 

damage. A supervisor will assess the damage and your property 

will be placed on a list to be repaired as soon as weather and 

materials permit. 
 

Street Sweeping 

Every road in the Township will be swept one or more times 

as necessary over the course of spring, summer and fall. Roads 

are swept systematically, section by section, generally starting 

with areas surrounding bodies of water to prevent run off into 

our waterways. Please be assured your road will be swept.  
 

Given the significant size of Rockaway Township, there is 

unfortunately no way to effectively notify residents of a 

sweeping schedule. If your property permits, please park 

vehicles off road when possible to permit sweeping of your 

road in its entirety.  
 

Dangerous Road Conditions 

You are the eyes and ears of our community. Should you 

observe a dangerous road condition such as a pothole, 

collapsing storm drain, downed street sign or tree/tree limb in 

the road, please contact the Rockaway Township Department 

of Public Works at 973-983-2891, or the Police Department 

(after 3:30pm and on the weekends) at 973-625-4000 to report 

these issues. The Department of Public Works sincerely 

appreciates your notifications, which help enable safer roads. 

2017 property tax bills are scheduled to be mailed in July this 

year. Third quarter tax payments are due August 1, 2017. To 

receive updates and/or to submit your payment online, please 

continue to visit our website at www.rockawaytownship.org   
  

2017 sewer maintenance bills will be mailed by May 22, 2017 

and are due June 23, 2017. To submit your payment online 

please visit the Township website. 
  

The 2016 Senior Freeze (property tax reimbursement) filing 

deadline is June 1, 2017 (unless the date is extended by the 

State). If you need any assistance to 

determine eligibility and/or to check 

status on filed applications, please call the 

State’s hotline at 1-800-882-6597. 
  

If you need Homestead Credit assistance, 

please call the State’s hotline at 1-888-

238-1233.  

Public Works: News You Can Use 

Mayor’s Special Recognition 

http://www.rockawaytownship.org


Health Center is Renovated 
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Mayor’s Corner: Budget Message  
(continued from page one) 

The remodeled kitchen at the Rockaway Township Health Center.  



RTCC Explosion, Rockaway Township’s competitive cheer 

program, attended Battle at the Boardwalk on February 4-5, 

2017 at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic City. Battle at the Boardwalk 

is a national cheerleading competition and a U.S. finals qualifier 

that hosts over 275 teams. The RTCC junior team, 15 girls 

from grades two through six, placed first in the Rec 

Performance Level 1 category, and won Grand Champions for 

the highest score across 20 competing teams. The team was 

awarded a banner and each girl received a Nationals champion 

gym bag. The RTCC program had a very successful season with 

both teams placing in 85% of their competitions.      
 

RTCC Explosion combines cheer, dance, tumbling and stunting 

into a competitive cheer performance routine. The program is 

open to boys and girls grades two through 12. Tryouts for next 

season are May 22 – 24. Email rtcompcheer@gmail.com for 

more information or visit www.rtcompcheer.com. 
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At its April 25 meeting, the Mayor and Council appointed 

Adam Brewer as new business administrator for Rockaway 

Township. The move comes after Gregory Poff, who served as 

business administrator in the Township for nearly 10 years, 

accepted a job as administrator for Sussex County.  
 

“I am very excited to welcome Adam Brewer to Rockaway 

Township as our new business administrator,” said Mayor 

Michael Dachisen. “We had numerous qualified applicants for 

this critical position, but Adam stood far ahead of the rest in 

terms of experience, qualifications and character. He will be a 

tremendous fit for Rockaway Township.” Mr. Brewer was 

referred to as a “young rising star” in the field of government 

administration by the Canning Group, the firm the Township 

utilized to help vet candidates for the position.  
 

Rockaway Township said goodbye to its former business 

administrator, Gregory Poff II, in April. Poff had served as the 

Township’s business administrator since October 2007 and saw 

Rockaway Township through numerous projects and a 

significant changeover in professional staff. “Mr. Poff was 

offered a great opportunity as the Sussex County administrator 

and will be deeply missed,” said Mayor Dachisen. “However, I 

have no doubt Mr. Brewer will hit the ground running and 

never look back.” 
 

Mr. Brewer, who is slated to start as Rockaway’s business 

administrator on or about May 25, comes to the Township 

after approximately four years as township administrator for 

West Caldwell. In this position, Mr. Brewer has managed day to 

day operations; has provided oversight to all Township offices, 

departments and staff; and has overseen strategic and capital 

planning. He has served as the Township’s Qualified Purchasing 

Agent and Public Information Officer, and has also participated 

in the Morris County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund.   
 

Prior to his work as township administrator with West 

Caldwell, Mr. Brewer served six years as assistant township 

administrator with Montville Township, including nearly six 
months as interim township administrator. During his tenure 

with Montville, Mr. Brewer also served as Director of Social 

Services and Recycling Coordinator, and managed the Open 

Space acquisition program. Mr. Brewer also served as Youth 

Services Coordinator for Montville from 2002 through 2007. 
 

Mr. Brewer graduated cum laude with a Bachelor’s degree in 

psychology from Monmouth University, and earned a Master of 

Arts degree in clinical counseling psychology from Fairleigh 

Dickinson University. He is a member of the New Jersey 

Municipal Managers Association and was the 2010 recipient of 

the Outstanding Service to Local Government Award for New 

Professionals. Mr. Brewer lives in the Town of Boonton with 
his wife, Denise, and their two children, Gwenyth (five) and 

Russell (nine months).   

Township Welcomes New Business Administrator 

Rockaway Township Competitive Cheer Program Goes Big 

Rockaway Township looks forward to welcoming and working with 

Adam Brewer as its new business administrator.  

mailto:rtcompcheer@gmail.com
http://www.rtcompcheer.com


MAY 

1st Frog Falls registration open & ongoing 
 Online registration through Community Pass: 

 https://picatinny.armymwr.com/programs/frog-falls-water-park  
 

1st Summer playground registration open & ongoing 

 Online registration through Community Pass: 
 https://register.communitypass.net/reg/  
 

1st Mount Hope Pond registration open & ongoing 

 Online registration through Community Pass: 
 https://register.communitypass.net/reg/  
 

6th Faesch House west wing groundbreaking ceremony 

 Ford-Faesch House, 629 Mount Hope Road 
 10:30am - 1:00pm 
 

6th Rockaway Township spring clean up day* 
 Lake Ames, Green Pond Road 

 9:00am - 11:00am 
 

16th Health promotion: Reducing cancer risk for women 

 7:00pm - 8:30pm 
 

18th Blood pressure screening 

 Rockaway Township Municipal Building, 65 Mt. Hope Road 
 11:00am - 11:30am 
  

18th Skin cancer screening* 
 Rockaway Township Health Clinic, 419 Green Pond Road 
 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
  

19th Health promotion: Depression/anxiety and coping 
 Robert A. Galdon Senior Building, 19 Mt. Hope Road 

 1:00pm - 2:30pm 
 

20th Hooked on fishing - not drugs: fishing contest 

 Mount Hope Pond, Burnt House Garden Road 
 8:00am - 11:00am 
 

29th Memorial Day parade 

 Starts at Edith Drive & Fleetwood Drive 
 11:30am - 1:00pm 

 

JUNE 

2nd Blood chemistry screening: CHEM23, lipid profile & FBS* 

 Rockaway Township Municipal Building 
 9:00am - 10:30am 
 

15th Blood pressure screening 
 Rockaway Township Municipal Building 
 11:00am - 11:30am 

 

JULY 

2nd Summer Concert Series Begins 
 Park Lake Gazebo, Mt. Hope Road 
 Every Sunday through August 27, 3:00pm - 5:00pm 
 Rain location: Rockaway Townsquare Mall  
 

20th Blood pressure screening 
 Rockaway Township Municipal Building 

 11:00am - 11:30am 

 
*  Pre-registration required for some Township events. Please call the 
 appropriate department for information.    

What’s Happening 
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Students Learn About Engineering & Construction 

Local High School 

students from Morris 

Knolls were given an 

exciting opportunity to 

relate their classroom 

studies to an active 

local construction 

project. Township 

Engineer James Lutz 

and Recreation Supervisor Bryan Coward provided a 

. The students and 

t e a c h e r s  w e r e 

provided with details 
and plans for the 

project and were given an opportunity to ask questions. They 

also learned about real project-related construction issues 

that arise from the initial design.  
 

After a day in the classroom, students visited the site at 

Peterson Field with Mr. Lutz to see the construction 

f i r s thand .  Mayor 

Michael Dachisen, 

Community Services 

Director Joseph Fiorilla 

and Assistant Business 

Administrator Patricia 

Seger were on site to 

talk with students and 

staff. The class trip 

ended with a question and answer session at the Municipal 

Building, hosted by Business Administrator Gregory Poff, Mr. 

Lutz, Mayor Dachisen and teachers.  

The Peterson Field concession stand project as of May 2. The 

ribbon cutting ceremony is slated for June 2017. 



Signs o f Cha nge Con ti nue 
 

Update from Rockaway Township Recycling 
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Come to the 

west wing 

groundbreaking 

and archeology 

presentation at 

the Ford-Faesch 

Ironmaster’s 

House, 629 

Mount Hope 

Road, from   

10:30am - 1pm        

on May 6! 

http://www.rockawaytownship.org/189/Recycle


Senior Center Paving Project 
 

Rockaway Township is in receipt of a Morris County 

Community Development Block Grant for a parking lot paving 

project at the Senior Center, and has awarded a construction 

bid to AJM Contractors, Inc. The project includes drainage and 

curbing improvements, new handicap accessible sidewalk 

ramps, milling and paving.  
 

Construction is anticipated to commence during the month of 

May. There will be closures to the side and lower parking lots 

at the Senior Center during the milling and paving operations, 

and limited access during drainage and curbing work. Township 

officials anticipate construction to be completed within two 

months. Thank you for your patience during this process. 
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Community Profile: Claire Basile 
Claire Basile has contributed to the 

traffic safety efforts of our community by 

effectively monitoring a school crossing 

post located at a busy area in front of the 

Copeland Middle School in Rockaway 

Township. The school has approximately 

850 students and becomes very chaotic 

and congested in the morning and 

afternoon during the start and dismissal 

times for this school.  
 

In addition to her assignment – being 

vigilant and providing for the safe 

crossing of pedestrian students that are 

being picked-up and dropped-off by their 

parents – Claire also helps stop the flow 

of traffic so the many buses may depart 

the school campus in a timely and safe 

manner. 
 

Claire has been employed by Rockaway 

Township for 11 years and is perhaps 

best known for being watchful while 

some of the buses are dropping off 

students in front of the school. Since 

Claire’s arrival, we have had a significant 

decrease in the number of complaints 

that we receive regarding motorists 

passing a stopped school bus in that area. 

When this has occurred, Claire is 

foremost concerned for the safety of the 

students, and can always also be counted 

on to get a vehicle description and often 

a vehicle registration that she will pass 

along to the Police Department to rectify 

that particular safety concern.   
 

While Claire is now approaching 85 years 

of age, no matter what the weather is 

like or the circumstances call for, she 

may always be counted on to show up at 

her crossing post. Claire loves being 

there, spending time and conversing with 

the students, and always looks forward 

to the beginning of the school year. In 

fact, she is on a first name basis with 

many of the students and staff at the 

school.   
 

In conclusion, due to her dedicated work 

in the area of traffic safety along with the 

rapport she has developed with the 

community around Copeland School, we 

at the Rockaway Township Police 

Department believe that Claire Basile is a 

Community Traffic Safety Hero! 



Signs o f Cha nge Con ti nue 
 

May is Skin Cancer Awareness Month 
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Food is an 

attractive 

nuisance to 

many different 

animals, and 

increases our 

chances of 

unwelcome 

wildlife 

encounters  

As summer approaches and our attentions turn 

to outdoor activities, residents are reminded that 

sun safety and skin cancer awareness allows 

everyone to enjoy the many benefits the sun has 

to offer, while remaining protected. Just one 

blistering sunburn in childhood or adolescence 

more than doubles a person’s chances of 

developing melanoma later in life. A little 

education about sun safety, particularly for youth 

and those who influence youth, is vital in raising 

awareness about staying safe in the sun. 
 

Non-melanoma skin cancers are the most 

common form of cancer in the U.S. You can help 

decrease your risk by wearing appropriate 

sunscreen when you spend time in the sun. The 

Rockaway Township Division of Health is holding 

a free Skin Cancer Screening on Thursday, May 

18, from 6:00pm - 8:00pm. Please call 973-983-

2949 to register. 

2017 Primary Election Information 
In order to vote in the June 6, 2017 primary 

election, you must be a registered voter, and the 

last day to register is May 16, 2017. Eligibility 

requirements are:  You must be a citizen of the 

United States, you must be a Morris County 

resident 30 days before the election; you must be 

18 years of age on or before the election date. 
  

For more details regarding voting requirements, 

where to vote, election results and confirmation 

whether you are a registered voter, go to 

www.voters.njsvrs.com/PublicAccess.   
  

Primary Election Day is June 6, 2017, and polls 

are open from 6:00am until 8:00pm. Voting 

locations are listed on the face of your Sample 

Ballot. You may also check locations at the web 

address above or at www.morriselections.org. 

Wildlife & Litter: Something to Bear in Mind 
Due to the presence of wildlife 

and Rockaway’s significant 

amount of preserved open 

space, the Division of Health 

periodically receives calls 

regarding bears and other 

animals getting into residential 

garbage. Household garbage, 

especially that containing 

putrescible (food) waste, is 

attractive to wildlife and is 

often easily obtainable. Black 

bears, in particular, will eat a 

wide variety of items including 

human food, garbage, pet food 

and birdseed. Given a bear’s 

potential to cause property 

damage and provide a nuisance, 

it is important to place garbage 

and other refuse in suitable 
receptacles with tight fitting lids. 

In addition, receptacles should 

not be kept at curbside for 

longer than 24 hours. 
 

Township officials recommend 

several additional techniques to 

prevent the attraction of 

wildlife with your waste:  
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