
Volume Nine, Issue Three - Summer 2020 

Inside This Issue 

Mayor’s           
Corner 

1 

Deliver Meals 
on Wheels 

2 

2 

Volunteer for 
the Township 

3 

Well Upgrades 
To Begin 

3 

From the Tax 
Collector 

3 

Public Works & 
Recycling 

4 

4 

Infrastructure 
Updates 

5 

Senior Picnic 
Postponed 

5 

6 

6 

Schools Open: 
Safe Travels 

6 

www.rockawaytownship.org 
65 Mt. Hope Road 

Rockaway, NJ 07866 

973-627-7200 Mayor’s Corner 



Signs o f Cha nge Con ti nue 

The Meals-on-Wheels Program 

provides nutritious food to 

homebound residents who are 

unable to cook for themselves. 

The Morris County Nutrition 

Project administers the program 

and provides the services of 

their staff and kitchens to 

prepare and supply the lunch-

time meals. Morris County 

residents can enroll in Meals-on-

Wheels by calling the Nutrition 

Project at 973-285-6856. 
 

The Rockaway Township 

Division of Recreation 

coordinates the Meals-on-

Wheels program for its 

residents and provides home 

delivery of the meals. The 

Recreation Department is 

located in the Municipal Building 

at 65 Mt. Hope Road, and the 

coordinator of the Rockaway 

Township Meals-on-Wheels 

program can be reached at 973-

983-2839. 

The Meals-on-Wheels staff 

wishes to thank our current and 

past volunteers for the many 

hours of service you have given 

to delivering meals to those in 

need. Rockaway Township truly 

appreciates its volunteers and 

their dedication and service to 

our community. 

 

The Meals on Wheels program 

serves a very important role in 

Rockaway Township and is 

always welcoming volunteer 

drivers. The program has 

openings for permanent 

positions of one day per month, 

as well as substitute drivers to 

work on an as needed basis. 

Meals are distributed from the 

Rockaway Township Municipal 

Building between the hours of 

9:30am and 12:00pm. 

Volunteers need to complete a 

volunteer application. For more 

information, call 973-983-2839. 

Meals on Wheels Seeks Volunteers 
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Mayor Puzio wishes to congratulate Edith Yates 

of the Rockaway Township Shade Tree 

Commission, who received a proclamation in 

April for over 40 years of community service. 
 

Mayor Puzio also wishes to recognize Bob 

Conlon, who received a proclamation for over 

30 years of community volunteerism, and also 

received the Citizen’s Recreation Committee 
Walter Stasiak Coaches Award. 
 

Mayor Puzio would like to take this opportunity 

to recognize the Division of Health for 

successfully applying for $36,000 in COVID-19 

grant funding, and the Department of Fire for 

receiving approximately $7,000 in COVID-19 

grant funding. The grants are helping to defray 

the cost of COVID-19 planning and coordination, 

case investigation, contact tracing, and the 

purchase of items like hand sanitizer, personal 

protective equipment and face cover.  
 

Mayor Puzio is pleased to welcome the following 

new additions (and perhaps future employees) to 

Rockaway Township: 
 

 Nicholas, born to Cara Sileno-Weiberth, 

Chief REHS with the Division of Health 
 

 

Mayor Puzio congratulates Liliane Ambrus, Clerk 

with the Department of the Tax Assessor, on 

her retirement after over 25 years of service 

with the Township. 
 

Mayor Puzio is pleased to welcome the following 

new employees to Rockaway Township: 
 

 Nicholas Lyasko, Laborer, Department of 

Public Works  
 

 Hunter Cronk, Laborer, Department of 

Public Works 
 

 Nicholas Wekilsky, Laborer, Department of 

Public Works 
 

 Kimberly Johnson, Clerk, Department of the 

Tax Assessor 
 

Finally, the Mayor wishes to 

acknowledge a l l  the 

R o c k a w a y  T o w n s h i p 

employees and volunteers 

that have been working hard 

to keep our residents safe 

during the extended COVID

-19 pandemic response.  

Mayor’s Special Recognition 
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Multiple Mayor’s appointments for the Township of Rockaway are 

currently vacant. If you have interest in serving in any of the 

appointed positions listed below, please complete a Citizen 

Leadership form, which may be obtained at the Municipal Clerk’s 

office either in-person or via email at 

Clerk@RockawayTownship.org. Thank you for your interest! 
 

Parks & Recreation Planning Committee 

Full Member: 1-year term – ONE appointment 

Alternate: 1-year term – TWO appointments 

Meetings are held the first Friday of the month at 9:00am in the 

Municipal Building.   

Township Code 2-39.  The Committee shall explore and 

recommend locations and areas suitable for the development of 

park sites and recreational facilities. The Committee shall plan and 

develop public recreational areas and facilities. The Committee 

shall recommend planned recreational activities and programs. 
 

Planning Board  

2nd Alternate: 2-year term – ONE appointment  

Meetings are held the third Monday of the month at 7:30pm in the 

Municipal Building. 

Township Code 54-5. The Planning Board may approve, 

conditionally approve or disapprove land use applications for the 

purpose of providing for the orderly and wise development of the 

Township and affording adequate facilities for housing, 

transportation, distribution, comfort, convenience, safety and the 

health and welfare of its population.   
 

Shade Tree Commission  

Full Member: 1-year term – ONE appointment 

Meetings are held the second Monday of the month at 7:00pm in the 

Municipal Building. 

Township Code 2-31. Duties may include reviewing construction 

site plans and making recommendations regarding tree removal 

and planting. Public education such as web page, Arbor Day and 

local community events. Construct five-year Rockaway 

Community Forestry Plan. Perform recertification tasks and 

submit annual reports to N.J. Forest Service. Keep abreast of 

invasive diseases and insects.  

Citizen’s Recreation Committee  

Full Member: 1-year term – ONE appointment  

Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month at 7:15pm in the 

Municipal Building. 

Township Code 2-40.  Duties may include hearing various 

recreational programs; assist and advise the Director of the 

Department of Community Services regarding finances, 

administration, operations and development; enforce the Youth 

Sports Code of Conduct; approve program bylaws; conflict 

resolution.   

Fourth quarter 2020 property tax payments are due on 

November 11, 2020 without interest. Residents are 

reminded to retain a copy of this tax bill for your records, 

for proof of property tax amounts when filing your 2020 

income tax return for 2020. Please be advised that residents 

may now make partial payments online through the 

Township’s website.  
 

The 2019 Senior Freeze property tax reimbursement filing 

deadline is November 2, 2020, unless the date is extended by 

the State. If residents require assistance in determining 

eligibility and/or to check status on filed applications, please 

call the State’s hotline at 1-800-882-6597. Residents who 

require assistance with the Homestead Credit may call the 

State’s hotline at 1-888-238-1233.  

 

The Department of Public Works is completing much needed 

improvements to the Township’s water infrastructure, 

including rehabilitation of municipal well 7A and replacement 

of municipal well 6. The contract for work has been awarded 

and construction on the new 30” diameter, 130-foot-deep 

well is anticipated to begin this fall.  
 

Township officials are eager to complete this project, as it 

has been many years since a new municipal drinking well has 

been constructed. Public Works officials worked with 

professional engineers and hydrogeologists to design the new 

well, which will augment the existing water system in helping 

the Township meet its demand for drinking water. 

Mayor Michael Puzio and members of the Rockaway 

Township Council joined owner Naira Kasparian for the 

grand opening of the Tea Lady, a new tea and coffee 

specialty shop located on the upper floor of the Rockaway 

Townsquare Mall. Pictured from left to right: Councilman 

Manny Friedlander, Mayor Puzio, Naira Kasparian and 

Council Vice President Jonathan Sackett. 

Tea ‘Party’ at Townsquare 

mailto:Clerk@RockawayTownship.org
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Public Works & Recycling 
Dangerous Road Conditions  

 

Berm Repair 

 

Recycling News 

Receptacles to be Labeled 

 

 

Calendars 

 

 

Single Stream Recycling  

 

 

Grass, Leaf & Brush Collection 

 

On June 30, the Citizen’s Recreation Committee honored two individuals with 

this year’s Walter Stasiak Coaches Award. The award, formally titled the Walter 

Stasiak Coaches Award: Educator, Coach, Nurturer and Reverent Citizen, was 

presented Ray Velez and Robert Conlon for contributions to recreation in 

Rockaway Township. 
 

Ray Velez of Christ Church was recognized for his fellowship, camaraderie, 

character, integrity, sportsmanship and undeterred graciousness to the children 

of Rockaway Township. Robert Conlon, the outgoing Recreation Committee 

Chairman, has provided guidance and advocacy to the community’s youths and 

athletic programs for more than 30 years. Mr. Conlon was recognized for his 

commitment to character, integrity, sportsmanship and generosity, which has 

enriched the children of the Township. 

Citizens Recreation Committee Honors Residents 

http://www.rockawaytownship.org/189/Recycle
http://www.rockawaytownship.org/189/Recycle
http://www.rockawaytownship.org/189/Recycle


Municipal Complex Parking Lot Improvements 

The parking lot at the Rockaway Township municipal complex 

has received a facelift. The Department of Administration, 

along with the Departments of Engineering, Public Works, 

Police, Municipal Utilities and the Division of Parks and 

Recreation, collaborated to complete this long overdue 

project. The work took place while the Municipal Building and 

Library experienced limited traffic due to COVID-19 
restrictions. The scope of work included improvements to 

traffic circulation, drainage and the underlying 

subbase. Notably, this project helped to make better use of 

the existing area, creating nearly 60 new parking spaces. 
 

Kings Road Improvements 

Rockaway Township received a NJ Department of 

Transportation (NJDOT) Municipal Aid grant to complete 

improvements to the lower section of Kings Road. Work at 

this location will include drainage, curbing, ADA ramps, milling 

and paving. Plans also include the addition of a pedestrian 

crosswalk at the intersection of Kings Road and Marilyn Place. 

Construction activities are anticipated to begin this fall, though 

this project may be completed during spring 2021, depending 

on the weather. The Township also received a NJDOT 

Municipal Aid grant to complete improvements to the upper 

portion of Kings Road, which is anticipated to begin with the 

completion of section one improvements.  
 

Residential Developments  

Construction at the Pondview Estates project on Route 15 

continues. Approximately 300 units of the development’s 

1,050 units have been completed and are occupied. Residential 

units at Pondview Estates are for rent. Ground has been 

broken at the Morris Commons residential development off of 

Green Pond Road. This project, composed of nine buildings, 

includes 345 residential units and a clubhouse. The 

construction at Morris Commons is expected to take three 

years to complete. Please be advised that rock blasting will be 

conducted as part of construction activities, after necessary 

authorizations have been received from State and local 

authorities. RAVE notification is anticipated to be issued prior 

to blasting activities.   
 

Pondview Estates Firehouse 

The Engineering and Fire Departments are working alongside 

Pondview Estate’s Engineers and Architects to move forward 

plans for the development’s new firehouse. As proposed, the 

3,000 square foot building will contain two garage bays, office 

space, and laundry, decontamination and lavatory facilities for 

Rockaway Township’s first responders. The Fire Director is 

working closely with the developer to ensure the building is 

equipped to support the latest communication technologies 

and other vital components of a fire station. Construction is 

anticipated to begin in 2021.   

 

Fresh Pavement 

The Department of Public Works is completing its 2020 

milling and paving program, which includes sections of 

Fleetwood Drive, Congress Street, Titer Street, Christopher 

Street, Stephen Street, Swede Mine Road, Decker Road, 

Comanche Ave., Cherokee Ave., Mt. Pleasant Ave., Lake 

Denmark Road, Stonybrook Road, Caruso Road, Pasha Court, 

Hibernia Road, Lakeshore Drive and Lakeside Drive. 
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Due to the continuing pandemic and the risk of COVID-19 in 

our communities, the Mayor decided to postpone this year’s 

Annual Senior Picnic. Our seniors are the cornerstone of the 

community, and keeping their health, safety and welfare in 

mind is of utmost importance. While it is Mayor Puzio looks 

forward to celebrating with our senior residents in 2021. 

Senior Picnic Postponed Due 

to Pandemic Concerns 

Right: Thanks to an anonymous donation, hard       

working Rockaway Township employees recently 

enjoyed a shaved ice treat.  
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Ribbon Cutting at Rocco’s 

Smoke Alarm Safety 
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Welcome Back to School

Stop the Spread of Germs! 

 
 

http://www.rockawaytwppd.com

