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Volunteers Make Rockaway Glitter 
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If you, your 

family or your 

community 

group wish to 

participate in 

one of the 

Township’s 

semiannual 

clean up days, 

please contact 

the Township’s 

Clean 

Communities 

Coordinator, 

Cara Sileno-

Weiberth, at  

973-983-2848  

Mayor Joe Jackson wishes to congratulate the 

following employees on their employment 

with Rockaway Township: 
 

 Ryan Ritcher, Department of Public Works 
 

 Kimberly Moylen, Division of Health 
  

Mayor Jackson wishes to congratulate Edward 

Garcia of the Police Department on his 

retirement, and thanks him for his years of 

dedicated service to Rockaway Township’s 

residents.  
 

 

Mayor Jackson would like to recognize the 

Division of Health for successfully managing 

the $274,735 Strengthening Public Health 

Capacities grant and the $344,824 Enhancing 

Local Public Health Infrastructure (ELC) grant. 

The grants have provided human resources 

and supplies to support the Division of 

Health’s infectious disease/pandemic response, 

and also have defrayed a portion of the 

Division’s salaries and expenses. Additional 

thanks to the Division of Health for making 

application for another round of Strengthening 

Local Public Health Capacities and ELC grant 

funding in June. Mayor Jackson would also like 

to recognize the Engineering 

Department for successfully 

applying for a $25,000 

Stormwater Assistance grant, 

which will assist the Township 

with Stormwater compliance. 

Mayor’s Special Recognition 

Please be  

advised that 

through 

September 1, 

2023, Township 

municipal  

office hours are: 
 

Monday 

through 

Thursday from 

8:30am - 

4:30pm  
 

Friday from 

8:30am - 

1:30pm 

Rockaway Township held its semiannual Clean Communities Clean Up Day on Saturday, April 22. Pictured 

(clockwise from upper left); Rockaway Borough Mayor Thomas Mulligan and Rockaway Township Mayor Joe 

Jackson; Lana, Gwen and Samantha Trematore; Township Council Members Jonathan Sackett and Manny 

Friedlander; Division of Health employee Daniel McDonald and the Mt. Hope Pond cleanup crew. 
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Now that the sun is shining brightly and 

we are firing up our barbecues on a 

routine basis, it's important to follow 

food safety guidelines to prevent 

harmful bacteria from multiplying and 

causing foodborne illness. Use these 

simple guidelines for grilling food safely!  
 

Defrost Safely 

Completely defrost meat and poultry before grilling so it 

cooks more evenly. Use the refrigerator for slow, safe 

thawing or thaw sealed packages in cold water. You can 

microwave defrost if the food will be placed immediately 

on the grill. 
 

Marinating 

Meat and poultry can be marinated for several hours or 

days to tenderize or add flavor, but food should be 

marinated in the refrigerator, not on the counter. If some 

of the marinade is to be used as a sauce on the cooked 

food, reserve that portion of the marinade before putting 

raw meat and poultry in it. 
 

Transporting 

When carrying food to another location, keep it cold to 

minimize bacterial growth. Use an insulated cooler with 

sufficient ice or ice packs to keep the food at 40°F or below. 

Pack food right from the refrigerator into the cooler 

immediately before leaving home. Keep the cooler in the 

coolest part of the car. 
 

Keep Cold Food Cold 

Keep meat and poultry refrigerated until ready to use. Only 

take out the meat and poultry that will immediately be placed 

on the grill. When using a cooler, keep it out of the direct 

sun by placing it in the shade or shelter. Avoid opening the lid 

too often, which lets cold air out. Pack beverages in one 

cooler and perishables in a separate cooler. 
 

Cook Thoroughly 

Cook food thoroughly to destroy harmful bacteria. Meat 

and poultry cooked on a grill often browns very fast on 

the outside. Use a food thermometer to be sure the food 

has reached a safe internal temperature. Never partially 

grill meat or poultry and finish cooking later. Please 

adhere to the following minimum internal temperatures 

when cooking: Whole poultry - 165°F; Hamburgers - 155°

F; Ground poultry - 165°F; Beef, veal & lamb steaks - 145°

F; Roasts & chops - 145°F; Pork - 145°F. 
 

Keep Everything Clean 

Be sure there are plenty of clean utensils and platters. To 

prevent foodborne illness, don't use the same platter and 

utensils for raw and cooked meat and poultry. Harmful 

bacteria present in raw meat and poultry and their juices can 

contaminate safely cooked food. 
 

For more information on safe summer food handling, 

contact the Division of Health at 973-983-2848. 

Safe Grilling in the Summer 
Third quarter property tax payments are due on August 1, 
2023. Please contact the Tax Collector’s office if you need 
to know the payment amount. Homeowners should have 
received an estimated tax bill for the third quarter. A final 
tax bill will be released in late August or September.  
 

Payment Information 
Residents may now make partial tax payments online 
through the Township website. Any partial payment must be 
enough to cover all interest due at the time of payment. Any 
credit left will go toward the oldest principal balance. Please 
allow two business days for payment to process and for the 
account to be updated. If you have questions or are unsure 
about how to make a payment, please call the office. 
 

For homeowners using their bank’s website to generate a 
payment, please be aware that these are not electronic 
transfers between banks. Payments are in the form of 
material checks that are mailed to the Rockaway Township 
Municipal Building, so please allow enough time for the check 
to arrive. Your payment (check) is processed effective the 
date of receipt, and interest is charged accordingly. When 
using your bank’s website for payment: 
 

 Please review the account information and update if 
necessary. 

 

 Please do not use Rockaway Township as your payer, 
but instead, be more specific. Please use Rockaway 
Township Tax Collector, Rockaway Township Sewer 
Maintenance and Rockaway Township Municipal Utility. 

 

 Please provide as much information as possible so 
payments are applied correctly. 

 

 Payments cannot be held for over 24 hours, so please 
make sure date of payment is appropriate or it will be 
returned to you. 

 

 If you are making partial, blanket payments, please reach 
out to the office so we can note your account. This will 
better ensure payments are applied correctly. 

Tax Collector’s Update 
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Public Works & Recycling 
Dangerous Road Conditions  

As a resident, you are the eyes and ears of our community. 

Should you see a dangerous road condition such as a 

pothole, downed street sign or tree/limb in the road, please 

contact the Public Works Department at 973-983-2891, or 

call the Police Department after 3:30pm and on the 

weekends at 973-625-4000 to report these issues. The 

Public Works Department appreciates your notifications, 

which help facilitate safer roads. 
 

Berm Repair 

You may have noticed some minor damage created as a 

result of snow plowing this past winter. If you see damage to 

the asphalt berm in front of your property, please contact 

the Rockaway Township Department of Public Works, and 

leave your name and address and the extent of damage. A 

supervisor will assess the damage, and your property will be 

placed on a list to be repaired as soon as weather and 

material permit. 
 

Microsurfacing & Chipsealing  

This summer, the Public Works Department will continue 

preserving certain roadways by performing microsurfacing 

and chipsealing. Learn more about these processes by 

clicking here and by visiting this website. 

 

Recycling News 

Receptacles to be Labeled 

Residents occasionally call to report 

that their receptacles have not been 

collected. It is imperative residents 

label their receptacles, identifying the 

commodity that is in it. Rockaway 

Township makes ‘YARD WASTE’ and 

‘RECYCLING’ stickers available to 

residents at the Municipal Building. If you are unable to pick 

these stickers up, please call 973-983-2891, leave your name 

and address, and stickers will be mailed to you.  
  

The drivers who collect recycling, yard waste and trash 

sincerely appreciate the labeling of waste receptacles, as it 

eliminates the need for collectors to stop at every single 

receptacle, only to find that it doesn’t contain the 

material they are collecting. In turn, it ensures proper 

collection for you. 
  

Calendars 

Collection schedules are available for recycling, yard waste 

and bulk collections. If you haven’t already done so, please 

visit  www.rockawaytownship.org/189/Recycle and click on 

the ‘Calendar’ tab and input your home address. Here you can 

view or print your personalized collection calendar and sign up for 

important alerts and reminders with Rockaway Township’s 

‘ReCollect’ app. Not sure how to dispose of something?  Click the 

tab for ‘Wizard’ and enter the material you are looking to dispose 

of. Click on the ‘Drop Off Facilities’ tab for information about our 

locations and hours of operation.  
  

For additional information, click on the ‘Print Flyers’ tab to 

learn about single stream recycling, hazardous household 

waste drop off events and the Township’s bulk clean-up and 

vegetative waste collections. 
 

Single Stream Recycling  

Curbside collection of recyclables is ‘single stream’ or ‘no 

sort.’ This means you may put cans, bottles, newspapers and 

cardboard out for collection together. For large amounts of 

cardboard, you may also break down smaller boxes and 

place them in one large box (three maximum).  
  

(continued on page six) 

https://www.rockawaytownship.org/DocumentCenter/View/8695/Crack-Seal-and-Microsurfacing-information?bidId=
https://www.rockawaytownship.org/544/Microsurfacing-FAQ
http://www.rockawaytownship.org/189/Recycle
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Senior Picnic Postponed Due 

to Pandemic Concerns 
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New Ramps & Crosswalks 

Public Works & Recycling (continued from page four) 
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http://www.rockawaytownship.org/189/Recycle
http://www.rockawaytownship.org/189/Recycle
http://www.rockawaytownship.org/189

